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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON JAMES HAYWARD (South West) [5.08 pm]: Before question time, I was speaking about some of the 
overpopulation challenges in the Perth metropolitan area. I think we need to see a budget that invests in regional WA 
as being a place for people to live. The reasons people want to live in Perth and not in the regions are a bit like 
the chicken and the egg. They do not want to move to the regions because of the lack of facilities, opportunities 
and services, and investment in those things does not happen because of the lack of population. That is one of 
the challenges. 
Hon Darren West: You and your party are continually talking down the regions. 
Hon JAMES HAYWARD: The regions are the best place in the world! 
Hon Darren West: Why don’t you talk up the regions? 
Hon JAMES HAYWARD: I absolutely talk up the regions. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon JAMES HAYWARD: I am agreeing with the honourable member that the regions are a magnificent place 
to live. In fact, it is one of the most amazing places to raise children and grow a family. 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Member, please refer your remarks through the chair. 
Hon JAMES HAYWARD: Thank you, Mr Acting President. 
The government can change this if it has a will and a vision. We talked about the big visions of C.Y. O’Connor and 
others who did some fairly amazing things that have changed our state. The issue is making regional cities and towns 
better places to live and more attractive for people to move to. One of the things that COVID has taught us, of course, 
is that people can now work from pretty much anywhere. We are starting to discover that. That will potentially give 
people the opportunity to work in the regions perhaps like they never have before. They could have opportunities 
to do those jobs in the regions that potentially have not existed before. One of the exciting things is that, as we move 
forward, we do not know what future technologies will do but, as they improve, they will create more opportunities 
for us to be able to do more without the shackles of how things used to be done. 
One of the things regional Western Australia does not have is a government department. Moving a government 
department to a regional centre like Bunbury, Geraldton or Kalgoorlie would create not only direct jobs but also 
tremendous economic opportunities. Previously, when there were discussions about moving the former Department 
of Parks and Wildlife to Bunbury, it was estimated that the move would bring around $25 million each year in 
economic activity to the region. Another thing that government departments do in regional areas that I think is 
quite exciting is that they give people the opportunity to be involved in higher level specialist field jobs and career 
opportunities that may not exist in towns at the moment. The commonwealth government formed a committee 
to investigate the benefits of decentralising Australia’s public service. The purpose of decentralising was twofold: 
to better facilitate government through the improved provision of services and development of policy, and to create 
social and economic opportunities for communities. The advantages of decentralisation include reducing congestion 
and population pressure on capital cities, as an increasing population creates a cost. It gets more and more difficult 
to move stuff around in Perth because of congestion and the seemingly endless need to upgrade the freeway by adding 
more lanes. It seems to be a job that is never done. Main Roads told me many years ago that its job is to make the 
freeway a bit wider here and then start again a bit further down. It keeps going. The demand on that traffic corridor 
is quite extraordinary. As federal departments start to be decentralised, this will also give Australians the opportunity 
to join the federal public service and have access to government careers and opportunities that were previously 
not there. 
I accept that decentralisation is probably more difficult now than it was back then because of the machinery-of-
government changes. We have some very large departments, some with multiple ministers and many facets, but 
surely there is an opportunity to move part of those departments to regional Western Australia. Over time, more 
and more services have been retracted to Perth. The former Department of Lands had an office in Bunbury at 
one point but it was retracted to Perth. I understand, from a management and cost perspective, why that would be 
done, but I think, ultimately, it goes against a great vision of what regional Western Australia could be like. I really 
encourage the government to think about those things for future budgets and what future opportunities might be 
available to grow those spaces. With that, I conclude my remarks. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Pierre Yang. 
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